
1



2 3

We’re inviting you 
to  write a Letter to            
Western Port. 
      

You might be chosen to read your letter live on stage 
at our Friday Night Community Storytime on Friday 6 
September.

Your letter 
Tell us your story in letter form. It can be prose or 
poetry. It can be funny or moving. It can be recent or 
historic. It can be a memory or a love letter. It can be 
about anything you like, but here’s the thing: your letter 
needs to be inspired by Western Port, set in Western 
Port or have a link to Western Port. Your link. Why does 
this part of the world form part of your story?

Make us laugh. Make us cry. Make us think. Make us 
feel.

The fine detail:
•	 Your letter should be no more than 500 words

•	 If it’s too long, but truly brilliant, we might select 
an extract

•	 Send a Word file with your letter, your name and 
contact details

•	 You must be aged 18 years or over

•	 We will select letters to be read on the night of 
Friday 6 September

•	 You should be available to attend/read your letter 
on the night (let us know if you’re not)

•	 Your letter may be published, after the event, in 
the Western Port Writes News or on our website.

Submit your letter by midnight on 31 July 2024 to:
submissions@westernportwrites.com.au

Bring back the letter – your letter!

Festival Update
The year is flashing by and, as we are  
discovering, festival time moves at the 
speed of light!

We’ve been busy since our last magazine – here’s a 
quick wrap-up of some of the things that have been 
keeping us on our toes. 

•	 Chatting with authors and adding more wonderful 
artists to our lineup

•	 Hosting two writing workshops at Hastings Library 
with talented author Megan Rogers 

•	 Launching our first Author Conversation at The 
Somers General, a fabulous dinner talk with Kylie 
Ladd and Megan Rogers

•	 Kicking off a morning tea with local writing hero, 
Garry Disher

•	  Welcoming new festival sponsors and supporters

•	 Gathering volunteers to join our WPW Crew

•	 Hearing from new subscribers (have you signed 
up yet?)

•	 Meeting with fellow writers at our regular Western 
Port Writers get togethers.

In this issue, we’re launching our Schools Program; 
inviting you to write your very own Letter to Western 
Port – and maybe read it on stage at our Community 
Storytime in September; and sharing details on 
our next Author Dinner – an exceptional night of 
storytelling, oysters and sparkling wine at Merricks 
Store with famed food and wine writers Richard 
Cornish and Max Allen, don’t miss it!

Western Port Writes is proud to support the 
Mayor’s Short Story Writing Awards, showcasing local 
writers and stories. Submissions are now open and 
close on 21 June. Don’t forget to submit your short 
fiction story!

We are excited to feel the momentum building 
as we head into the last few weeks of festival 
organisation. Before we know it, September will be 
here – and so, we hope, will you!

The Committee  
Western Port Writes Literary Festival
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Our festival theme this inaugural year is Celebrating 
Stories, so we wanted to give Western Port children a 
chance to tell their stories too.

The Western Port Writes Schools Program has been 
designed to foster a love of storytelling in students. 
And to give them a reason to write.

We’re inviting local primary schools to take part in 
creative writing by encouraging students to write about 
the place they live – Western Port. The writing brief is 
wide. Stories can cover any aspect of the region, from 
nature and the environment, birds, sea life and the 
beach, to their town, their life as a child here and the 
things they love to do. 

We’ll be looking for writing that captures a piece 
of Western Port from a child’s point of view. It can be 
poetry or prose – even words and pictures! 

Some young writers will have the opportunity 
to read their work live on stage at our Community 
Storytime on Friday 6 September. And a selection of 
the stories will also be published in our final magazine 
for 2024. For participating schools, we will be providing 
some special incentives to make the story writing a 
little more exciting.

The love of words starts early. We are honoured to 
have a wonderful group of passionate advocates for 
children’s literacy supporting  our inaugural Schools 
Program. 

Our festival program and tickets will be released 
from Monday 1 July 2024!  It is filled to the gills with 
wonderful authors, writers, presenters, thinkers and 
creators. It’s a peak mix of great stories, interesting 
topics, and things we hope you will enjoy, be 
fascinated by, get creative with. We hope you walk 
away from the festival saying, ‘Wasn’t that fabulous – 
let’s do it again!’

In this, our second issue of Western Port Writes, 
we’re showcasing more talented authors. Our program 
team has been curating a standout lineup of artists 
across genres and themes to create a generous, 
compelling program of conversations, panels, 
workshops and gatherings. 
Friday 6 September: The first day of the festival is 
dedicated to publishing – it’s for writers with a story to 
tell the world or maybe just their close circle. We look 
at how to get there.  

Our Program is coming

Natalie Petersen of Petersen’s Bookstore is a driving 
force behind the design of the program, advocate 
for local literary initiatives, and valuable partner of 
Western Port schools. 

The Mornington Peninsula Foundation is dedicated 
to supporting an education revolution on the Peninsula 
and we are proud to have them as a Community 
Partner. 

The Western Port Chamber of Commerce 
recognises the importance of connecting children 
to place and have enthusiastically supported the 
schools’ initiative. 

The Somers Residents Association is keen to 
ensure that as many children as possible can enjoy 
and take part in this festival of words.

Each has generously contributed to the Schools 
Program. Their support has made a significant 
difference to the reach of the program. 

It has enabled us to provide an engaging 
Children’s Program at Coolart on Saturday 7 
September, which will be free for children to attend. 

We are extremely grateful to these sponsors who 
walk the talk in supporting childhood literacy and 
have stepped forward to work with us.

If you would like to know more about the Schools 
Program, please contact us at:	

 hello@westernportwrites.com.au

Partnering with schools 					   
to celebrate the joy of writing

Saturday 7 September: The second day, at glorious 
Coolart, is a magical exploration of storytelling, history, 
nature and environment, cooking and gardening, and 
delights for children.  
Sunday 8 September: Our final day is for the lit 
lovers – we roll into fiction, delving into themes of 
character, climate, the places that grew us, and the 
complications of writing other lives! 

The full stop at the end of each day is a Special Event. 
From community storytelling, to crime, to wine and 
words – we have it covered!  And you are invited.

Come and join us – it will be a soul-filling literary 
extravaganza celebrating life in Western Port!

For an early look at the program and first-release 
tickets, go to the website and suscribe: 

www.westernportwrites.com.au

MPF and Western Port Writes are on the same page when it comes to understanding the great value of 
literacy in people’s lives. 

MPF is a place-based philanthropic organization started in 2017 with a mission to optimize learn-
ing and developmental conditions for all children and young people on the Mornington Peninsula. It 
became clear through data analysis and listening to the community that persistent low literacy levels 
were contributing to low school attainment which in turn reduces employment opportunities. 

MPF now partners with pre, primary and secondary schools funding professional development in the 
Science of Learning to lift literacy and overall engagement in learning through high impact teaching. 
Schools are reporting improvements in literacy levels, increased confidence in students, increased at-
tendance and engagement, and for teachers, increased job satisfaction. Integrated into this work, MPF 
funds a range of roles within schools and external support services to assist students and families with 
social and emotional well-being. 

The objective is to build a cohesive network of resources and support to carry students and families on 
a new path forward. All projects are funded by very generous donors on the Peninsula and nearby.

Get Involved
We’d love your support. There are 
many ways to get involved. 

Sponsor us: 
Become an inaugural sponsor. There are 
many sponsorship options to choose from. 
You will have our unending gratitude and 
the satisfaction of knowing you’re playing 
a key part in bringing greater arts access 
to the Western Port region. To request our 
Sponsorship Pack, visit: westernportwrites.
com.au/get involved  

Help us: 
Do you or your business offer services or 
products that could help support festival 
activities? We’d love to talk with you about 
getting involved. 

Like some more information? 
Email us at: hello@westernportwrites.com.au 
or go to www.westernportwrites.com.au Coolart Homestead

Volunteer Callout
Enjoy the festival behind the scenes!

Be part of the Western Port Writes team. We 
are seeking volunteers to join us over the 
festival weekend and in the festival lead-up. 
There are some exciting opportunities to get 
involved.

Here are just a few of the volunteer activities: 
•	 Box office 

•	 Ushering

•	 Book sales

•	 Book signing

•	 Wayfinding

We need your help to make this festival flow. 
It's going to be fun.  We’d love you to be there.

REGISTER NOW: 
Go to the website and complete your 
registration. You can email us for info: 
volunteer@westernportwrites.com.au

•	 Parking 

•	 Artist liaison

•	 Artist transport

•	 Ticket checks

•	 Venue bump in/out
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Sponsors  &  Supporters
We are supported and sponsored by the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council; Balnarring & Districts Community 
Bank – Bendigo Bank; Somers Paper Nautilus; local businesses and community organisations along Western 
Port Bay and across the Peninsula. We are heartened by their encouragement and enthusiasm and thankful for 
their generosity.

We thank these businesses for their professional and business support

Small Deaths

As kids, we would splatter our feet with their 
little deaths
We didn’t understand the incongruity of it
We didn’t feel the bitter despair of their 
dirt-fettered bodies underfoot 

It is easy to live with deaths so small
Ants, moths, spiders
As adults we splatter big deaths
We still don’t know any better

We thrive on the spectacle – 
horror, violence, dread 
In numbing succession, we receive 
the spectacle, until it is deprived of meaning 
Those that care enough not to step on ants
only feel the deaths more strongly

Those of us who would dare to be revolutionary 
are stunned into solitude 
If God is real I would rather
beat on his floorboards,
tell him to make the madness stop,
than step on ants  

by Poppy Willis

Festival Partners
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council Community Grant       
Balnarring & District Community Bank - Bendigo Bank	
Somers Paper Nautilus

Session Partners
Western Port Chamber of Commerce
Balnarring Dental Care

Community Partners
Mornington Peninsula Foundation

Festival Supporters
Flinders General Store
The Coast Real Estate
Flinders Hotel
Somers Residents Association
Bluescope Steel
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Proudly supported by:

DO YOU 
HAVE A 
STORY 
TO TELL?
Enter to win cash prizes, 
bookstore vouchers 
and a two-week 
Artist Residency!

mornpen.vic.gov.au/writingawards
For more details please visit our webpage:

Entries will open on 1 May and
close at midnight on 21 June 2024

Festival Artists
We are delighted to share some of the talented writers and creatives who will be         
appearing over the Festival weekend and during pre-Festival events.

Keep watching our website and socials for more reveals.

Vikki Petraitis

Vikki Petraitis has written 18 books, including her best-selling book The 
Frankston Murders about serial killer Paul Denyer. In 2023, she released a 
podcast of the same name, and was mentioned in Parliament for telling 
the story which helped change the law to keep Denyer in prison. Vikki has 
written on a broad range of crime topics from Lawyer X to police dogs. 
Her first fiction, The Unbelieved, won the inaugural Allen & Unwin Crime 
Fiction Prize and the Readers’ Choice Davitt Award. The sequel is on the 
way. Her next podcast with Casefile Presents is called The Unthinkable.

Sophie Cunningham

Sophie Cunningham AM is a non-fiction writer and novelist with a 
passion for trees, walking and broader environmental issues. Her nine 
books include This Devastating Fever, Flipper and Finnegan – The True 
Story of How Tiny Jumpers Saved Little Penguins, and City of Trees: 
Essays on Life, Death and the Need for a Forest. Honoured for her 
contributions to literature, Sophie is the Chair of the Australian Society 
of Authors and a non- executive director of the Copyright Agency. She 
posts an image of a tree every day on her Instagram @sophtreeofday. 

William McInnes

William McInnes is established in his ability both as a columnist and 
author in writing pieces that celebrate life whilst encompassing the wide 
emotions and situations being human can bring. His bestselling titles 
are A Man's Got to Have a Hobby, Cricket Kings, That'd Be Right, and The 
Making of Modern Australia. His latest book, Yeah Nah!, is a hilarious 
collection of moments inspired by Australia’s way with words. 

Jon Faine

Jon Faine is a failed shock jock who enjoys washing dishes. His most 
recent book Apollo & Thelma; A True Tall Tale is a thinly disguised memoir 
that traverses law, indigenous rights and oral history from some of the 
pioneers of the Northern Territory and the remarkable career of The 
Mighty Apollo, the world’s strongest man.
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Rebecca Fraser 

Rebecca Fraser’s publications include four middle grade novels, a 
collection of short fiction, and over sixty short stories, poems, and 
articles. Her latest book, Jonty’s Unicorn, is a pacy fantasy with heart for 
middle grade readers. She has been mentioned, shortlisted for and won 
numerous awards including The 2023 Readings Children’s Prize and 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Mayor’s Writing Award. Rebecca has served 
as a convenor and on the judging panel of nationally recognised literary 
competitions and is a proud Ambassador for Australia Reads.  She lives 
and writes on Bunurong Land.

Else Fitzgerald 

Else Fitzgerald is a writer currently based in Sydney. Her writing has 
appeared in various publications including Australian Book Review, 
Meanjin, The Guardian, The Suburban Review and Award Winning 
Australian Writing. Her collection of short speculative fiction, Everything 
Feels Like the End of the World, which explores landscapes, language 
and technology and the ways they may shift and alter in a radically 
changing world, was published by Allen & Unwin in 2022.

Trish Bolton

Trish Bolton’s words have appeared in The Age, Sunday Age, The Sydney 
Morning Herald, The Canberra Times, Overland, New Matilda, The Big 
Issue and Visible Ink. She has been a media adviser to the federal leader 
of a political party, worked in policy and research in women’s health, 
and lectured in Media and Communications at Swinburne University. 
Her debut novel, Whenever You’re Ready, which Trish describes as a 
love letter to older women, was published earlier this year.

Amy Minichiello

Amy Minichiello is a cook, a baker of cakes, a storyteller and memory- 
maker. Her grandmothers were her earliest culinary influences	
 – talented women who cooked and baked with love, mesmerising Amy 
with their baking skills. Following years of study and work in hospitality, 
and travel to various culinary regions around Australia, Amy returned 
home to open her own cafe, A Mini Kitchen. Today, Amy operates her 
business online, sharing recipes and stories in her first cookbook,     
Recipes in the Mail.

Liam Pieper

Liam Pieper is an author and ABIA-winning ghostwriter of global 
bestsellers, and other successful books with his name on the cover! 
The first, a memoir, The Feel-Good Hit of the Year, was shortlisted for the 
National Biography Award and the Ned Kelly Best True Crime award. His 
novels are The Toymaker, Sweetness and Light and Appreciation, and he 
has written for The Guardian. Winner of the 2015 Geoff Dean Short Story 
Prize, and the 2018 National Library of Australia Creative Arts Fellow for 
Australian Writing. 

Jac Semmler
Jac Semmler is a plant practitioner and director of Super Bloom, a 
creative plant practice bringing dynamic living beauty and diversity to 
gardens and landscapes. She is a recognised horticulturalist, innovator 
in dry summer planting design and author of Super Bloom and The 
Super Bloom Handbook (Thames & Hudson). Jac shares garden dreams 
and schemes in a changing climate, working at the intersections of art, 
nature, and beauty with a mission of ‘plants for the people’.

Christine Balint

Christine Balint’s first novel, The Salt Letters, was shortlisted for the The 
Australian/Vogel’s Literary Award. Her second novel, Ophelia’s Fan, was 
internationally released in 2004. Her most recent book, Water Music, 
won the 2021 Viva la Novella Prize. Christine has a PhD in Creative Arts 
from The University of Melbourne and taught for seven years in RMIT’s 
Graduate Writing Program. She is a lecturer in English and Creative 
Writing at La Trobe University.

Cathy Gowdie

Cathy Gowdie’s 2009 book, Foxeys Hangout: The story of one family’s 
vineyard dream, describes her family’s move to the Peninsula to plant a 
vineyard, and the day-to-day realities of life at a working winery. Foxeys 
began farming some of its Peninsula vineyards biodynamically in 2007 
and the winery has since become the region’s first to gain full organic-
biodynamic certification. Cathy continues to write about wine and 
food for national newspapers and magazines; and her economic and 
geopolitical project work has included reports on the impacts of climate 
change for energy and agriculture.

Harry Saddler

Nature author Harry Saddler writes about the ecological, physical, and 
philosophical interactions between humans and animals. His book The 
Eastern Curlew: the extraordinary life of a migratory bird was published 
in 2018 and was shortlisted for the Queensland Literary Award. His 
book, Questions Raised by Quolls: fatherhood and conservation in an 
uncertain world, was published in 2021. His most recent book is A Clear 
Flowing Yarra: visions of Melbourne’s river as it is and could be, was 
published last year.

Wendy Orr

Acclaimed Mornington Peninsula children’s writer Wendy Orr has 
written over 40 books for children, teenagers and adults, been published 
in 29 language and garnered a string of awards, including the Prime 
Minister’s Award. Nim’s Island was the first Australian children’s book 
to become a Hollywood feature film. Her latest, Honey and the Valley of 
Horses, is a ‘magical story that reads like a classic in all the best ways.’ 
Wendy believes every child deserves to find a spark of creativity to tell 
their own stories.
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The Mornington Peninsula and Western Port 
Biosphere Reserve (the Reserve) is one of five 
biosphere reserves across Australia and one of 748 
across 134 countries. The Reserve was designated by 
UNESCO in 2002 while, the not-for-profit Mornington 
Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve 
Foundation that supports it was established in 
December 2003.

UNESCO’s Biosphere Reserve status recognises 
places with outstanding natural environments, where 
communities are committed to working together to 
live sustainably. These reserves are living, learning 
places, used to showcase innovative approaches 
to conservation and sustainable development and 
act as a regional centre for scientific research and 
education on natural and managed ecosystems.

Did you know you are in a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve?

The wonder of Western Port Biosphere
Western Port Bay and eastern Port Phillip Bay hold 
24 per cent of Victoria’s coastal blue carbon ecosys-
tems (~19,600 ha). The Western Port Biosphere – a           
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve and Ramsar Site – 
is a bastion of biodiversity and ecosystem resilience. 
Its mangroves, saltmarshes, and seagrass meadows 
harbor diverse flora and fauna, including endem-
ic and endangered species crucial for ecosystem    
functioning. 

Beyond carbon 
In addition to carbon mitigation capacity, coastal 
wetlands provide habitat, nursery grounds and food 
to hundreds of fishes, birds, and invertebrate species; 
help maintain critical biodiversity (reducing extinction 
risk); support local livelihoods from fishery resources; 
and provide eco-tourism opportunities.

Challenges and opportunities
Western Port blue carbon face many threats, 
including habitat degradation, pollution, and climate 

change-induced stressors. However, strategic 
restoration offers a beacon of hope. Across the 
Western Port and eastern Port Phillip Bay region 
it is estimated that there is potential to restore 
~300 hectares of coastal wetland habitats through 
fencing, ~450ha through tidal reinstatement, 
and ~16,000ha by 2100 through managed 
retreat. Furthermore, by integrating traditional 
ecological knowledge with cutting-edge scientific 
advancements, Western Port Biosphere aims to 
chart a course towards a more resilient and carbon-
neutral future.

In conclusion, the blue carbon ecosystems of 
the Western Port Biosphere stand as quintessential 
examples of nature-based solutions for climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. As humans 
navigate the complexities of climate change, let us 
heed the call to protect these invaluable blue carbon 
ecosystems, not only for ourselves but for future 
generations and the planet as a whole.

References: Blue Carbon in Western Port and Eastern 
Port Phillip Bay (arcgis.com)

Blue Carbon: 
a nature-based solution for climate change 
Mangroves, saltmarshes, and seagrass meadows are known as ‘blue carbon’  ecosystems. They 
have the capacity to sequester atmospheric carbon dioxide and mitigate climate change impacts. 
Within the Western Port Biosphere Reserve these ecosystems serve as biodiversity hotspots and 
crucial carbon sink. Studies have shown that per unit area, coastal wetlands are 30 to 50 times 
more efficient at carbon sequestration than terrestrial forests. This makes them invaluable 
assets in the global carbon cycle.

The Reserve was recognised for its unique natural 
assets including its world-renowned Ramsar wetlands 
of salt marsh, mudflats and mangroves that are home 
to over 20,000 migratory birds. The land surrounding 
Western Port is home to many of Australia’s iconic 
native species including kangaroos, koalas and 
platypus, as well as lesser-known species such as 
southern brown bandicoots, rare orchids and grass 
trees. Home to the Bunurong/Boon Wurrung People for 
tens of thousands of years, the Reserve now supports 
hundreds of thousands of people across five local 
government areas.

A 10-year review submitted in 2022 to UNESCO 
was successful, recertifying the Western Port 
Biosphere Reserve. It retains the status for a third 

decade, allowing work towards a sustainable future 
for everyone who lives, works and plays in the Reserve. 
Of special significance was UNESCO’s acceptance of 
a revised zonation map for the 2,142 sq km Reserve, 
which better reflects how communities interface with 
the core protected areas. This fresh perspective will 
enable better conversations on how human actions 
impact important terrestrial and marine ecosystems.

The Western Port Biosphere Foundation seeks to 
inspire a positive future by connecting people and 
nature.To find out more about how we champion 
biodiversity, climate action and sustainable 
communities and our current projects, sign up to 
our quarterly newsletter, The Connector, through our 
website: www.biosphere.org.au

Join us at Western Port Writes  Literary Festival, 6 - 8 
September, to hear more from Western Port Biosphere

Mangroves at the entrance to Hanns Inlet on the north side of Sandy Point
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Luxton Drive Coolart Homestead

The Coast Real Estate takes immense 
pride in being a thriving, locally owned 
and operated family business, serving our 
communities since 2001.

 They envision vibrant, thriving and 
flourishing communities, where their 
knowledge, care, and commitment 
empower people to find their perfect place 
by the coast. 

They have longstanding company and 
family commitments to making meaningful 
contributions in the community through 
local schools, pre-schools, sporting clubs 
and community programs.

W: thecoast.com.au
T: 03 5983 1980
E: hotproperties@thecoast.com.au 
IG: @thecoastrealestate

There are general stores dotted all over 
the Peninsula. And each has a special role 
in its community. For Tessa Moriarty, her 
local ‘general’ is a place for meeting and 
friendships. 

Just after 8 on a Saturday morning you’ll find us there 
as we make our way up from the Promenade beach. 
Tingling and still a little wet from the cold water. 
Clothes in a tangle, tousled hair and rosy-cheeked 
– we’re a lively bunch. Tall and short, younger and 
older (but mostly older). We come, ebullient from 
our morning swim, to gather for our coffee klatch and 
breakfast at our local. Today, it’s the first weekend 
of May and the fire in the cafe is alight. An older gent 
stands in front of it. As we head towards him he 
jokingly calls: ‘You’ve all been in the water! I think 
you need this more than me!’ Making room for us on 
the hearth, he enquires of our morning splash. He 
is amiable, warm and welcoming. Like the heat that 
radiates from the fire.

Soon there’s six of us huddled across the face of 
the firebox, watching the flames, rubbing our hands, 
waving arms and jigging about. Stomping our frozen 
feet, willing our bodies to thaw. Excited, chattering 
like birds in a morning chorus. 

In no time the place is humming, as people file in 
to meet up with friends and family at the beginning of 
their day to share in the delights of the brekky menu. 
Others swagger in from their morning walk or bike ride, 
for a caffe latte to go.  Morning papers and a loaf of 
fresh-crusted sourdough tucked under their wing.  

At last, everyone in our group has made it up from 
the shore and we’re ordering food. The drinks come. 
Mine, a cappuccino three-quarters full, extra hot, is 
perfect. 

It all happens here at our General. Because it isn’t 
just about the sweet aroma of the grinding beans and 
the froth of a coffee crema that we come for. It’s that 
someone you haven’t seen for months sitting with a 
few old mates at a table on the deck outside – waving 
at you to come out. It’s the mum you just met at the 
school last week who has brought her husband and 
kids in for a treat ahead of the weekend schedule 
– inviting you to theirs for dinner. Or the Melbourne 
weekenders who have a house down the road – 
here with their friends to soak up the quaint, salty 
atmosphere of our little town – nodding at you with a 
knowing yes, we live here too smile on their face.

It’s the place where we say hello. Connect and 
reconnect. Catch up on the stories and events of 
weeks past – missed while we were away up north or 
overseas. Sit and plan that bike trip with friends or the 
hike in Tasmania that we’re training for next month.

There’s the enduring friendships and the bonds 
built with people, over time and peanut-butter on toast 
with a macchiato or a pot of tea. Because it’s about 
being with folk we trust and look forward to sharing 
time with, in the ambience and vitality of this place. 

But this isn’t all our General is about. Some come 
here for solace. They take a quieter spot at the window 
bar or on a little table by the deck door – content to 
be by themselves. To sit and read or tap away on their 
electronic device. Oblivious to the noise and seemingly 
happy to be in it. 

Others are here to meet up with friends for a catch-
up, or to see colleagues about work, sign a business 
deal, hear a book launch, or market an event. Mother’s 
groups, book clubs, committee meetings, birthday 
lunches and swimming group breakfasts – they all 
happen here.  

Our General – at the heart of community

For some of us this is part of our daily routine. An 
everyday ritual that gives us a sense of familiarity and 
belonging to our community. A morning coffee on our 
way to work or after that long walk through the Koala 
Reserve or down the beach to the creek. And while we 
wait – a quick chat with the friendly staff who welcome 
us like family. Who know just how to make that special 
flat white and greet you with ‘good morning, the 
usual?’. 

Whatever we come for, whoever and whenever 
we meet, our local General is at the heart of our 
community. Like others along Western Port Bay, 
it provides a valuable social function, supporting 
connections between young and old, families and 
friends – new and old. And the best cappuccino this 
side of the bay! 
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Missing

I miss my tumour.
When Tommy was here Steph was too.
He’s gone now,

And so has she.
When he was here everything was okay.
I miss them.

Tommy was benign they said,
Not doing any harm, 
But better out than in.
You’ll be fine they said.
And I was. Eventually.

When my tumour left part of me did too
I stumbled and fell.
My body was too heavy,
My head was too sad.
The darkness crept in.
I didn’t want my world anymore.
Don’t give up she said.
Get out of your bed, 
You’re wanted and loved. 
I’m always here for you she said.
And she was. So I didn’t give up

My days became brighter.
The lightness returned.
I stepped out of my head,
And saw the rainbows and butterflies.
I wanted my world again.

They say she ‘battled’ cancer.
To me it’s more of a cruel game
Of chance and luck

The Flinders Hotel caters to holiday makers, 
corporate groups as well as special events.

Contact the Hotel to learn more. 
W: flindershotel.com.auT: 03 5983 0201
E: info@flindershotel.com.au

Where the only skill is in knowing when to play your cards.
She played it well and slapped down a straight flush.

Cancer was down,
But not forgotten.
The game switched to chess.
Pawns were traded,
Key pieces surrendered.
Then it was ‘Check’
And too soon after ‘Checkmate’.

The game was done.
My witty, gracious friend was gone.
No more chats, messages, photos, laughter.
Just pain, tears, anger and grief.
An empty space where once she was.

I miss her so.
More than I ever imagined possible.
She took a piece of my heart with her,
At least I know she’ll take good care,
And my heart will be safe.

Tommy hasn’t come back.
The doctors look for him every year.
He’s left some scars,
Made some changes to my brain,
Some good, some not so.

Tommy changed my world.
Steph did too.
My beautiful, wonderful friend,
And my walnut-sized tumour.
I miss them both.

But I have to be glad.
I’m here in the world.
It’s a good place to be.
I was the lucky one.

by Jacky Howgate

FLINDERS

GENERAL
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Morning tea with 
Garry Disher
by Tessa Moriarty

Western Port Writes had the pleasure of hosting our 
inaugural Author Morning Tea with one of our local 
authors, Garry Disher, at the Tulum Store in Balnarring 
Beach on Wednesday 29 May. Quaint and cosy, the 
Tulum provided not just delicious coffee and pastries, 
but the perfect setting for storytelling at its best.  

An unassuming man, Garry Disher’s quiet and 
humble personality belie both his storytelling ability 
(on the page and the stage), and his knowledge of the 
practice and craft of writing. In some ways, it follows 
that he would become a writer. Instead of reading to 
him from a book at night, his father created stories 
and their characters straight from his imagination. No 
book required. 

Not that there weren’t books in his house to read 
– there were plenty, and Garry read a lot.  As he said 
– ‘good writers read a lot’. And though he recalled 
enjoying Enid Blyton’s Famous Five and Secret Seven, 
he outgrew children’s books at an early age. So, he 
moved on to the adult books on his father’s shelf. But 
when he picked up a James Bond story, his dad gently 
took it from him and said – ‘life’s not like that’. 

Garry won a writing scholarship in America and, 
though he was already a successfully published 
and well-known author, this is where he learned the 
craft of writing. ‘How to make writing creative’, not 
just to create stories.  And while he’s more widely 
known for his crime writing, Garry’s novels and books 
cross genres. He has written children’s novels, YA 
books, non-fiction stories, short story collections 
and numerous literary novels. He is perhaps one of 
Australia’s most prolific writers.  

But in crime writing, he tells us, it’s not just the 
question of who dunnit? But the manner of who 
dunnit. What is their character like? What drives 
them? What is their backstory? These questions 
take him deep into the complex personalities of the 
characters he creates. These questions tell us about 
the curiosity of the writer’s mind.

Garry also shared his wisdom on what makes for 
good writing and a good story. He writes six mornings 
a week, initially on paper with a blue biro (yes it 
must be blue not black) – ‘writers are superstitious 
people’. They believe in doing things a particular way, 
for a particular reason. He also tells us that writer’s 
environments are all different. Some write in empty 
rooms with no distractions, some write with views out 
to the sea and their favourite music playing.    

Some write on paper, as he does, later transferring 

to a computer document – almost as a second draft. 
Others go to the keyboard straight up. 

Ideas for stories often come from the big and 
small of life, the richness of what is happening on 
any ordinary day around him. The conversations he 
overhears in cafés or on street corners. The things 
that happen to him or others, things he reads about 
that seed an idea for a story. He tells us about an 
instance of true-life vandalism – the burning and 
destruction of letter-boxes where he lived that 
sparked (yes pun intended) an idea for a story about 
an arsonist. 

His upbringing and life in South Australia provide 
the place from which he depicts such a deep and 
intricate understanding and knowledge of landscape, 
rural life, the environment and its people. ‘Writers 
must be alert to anything and everything around 
them’. 

On an ordinary sort of Wednesday morning, in 
a little café at Balnarring Beach, an appreciative 
audience came to hear a great writer tell us how he 
creates his stories. How he grows and develops his 
complex characters for the novels he writes. How 
he gets to know them and write about them. How 
they emerge and return to him, again and again. Not 
unlike the character Grace in his new crime novel, 
Sanctuary. We have met her before and here she is 
back. In a different place, with a different look and 
different motivations – but in the pages of another 
wonderful story.  

‘In real life,’ Garry reminds us, ‘we are often 
powerless, subject to good and bad luck.’ We just 
need to turn on the television, watch the news, read 
the newspaper to see that ‘bad people get away 
with stuff’.  But in crime fiction the possibilities, the 
justice, the outcomes are endless. 
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Contact us
For festival enquiries:
hello@westernportwrites.com.au 
For sponsorship:
sponsor@westernportwrites.com.au 
For volunteers:
volunteer@westernportwrites.com.au 

Thanks to local businesses 
for supporting the Festival

DM Holden Plumbing Services  
All General Plumbing   
Over 35 years experience 
0408 522 534 SOMERS

Will Power 
Trees Rubbish Lawns Gutters 
5983 2267 | 0412 420 221 
Serving Somers for over 20 years 

SJG Building Group 
Established local building company 
office@sjgbuildinggroup.com.au 
PO Box 149 Bittern Vic 3918   
0422 060 44

Pearly Whites 
Professional Teeth Whitening and 
Dental Hygiene 
Call Paulette 0414 331 247
www.pearlywhitesprofessional.com.au

Thank you
We thank Bronwen Gibbs, Sally Holdsworth, Nicko 
Lawrence and Hannah Lewis for the use of photos.

Make this financial  
year-end count.    
Donate to WPW          
It’s nearly the end of the financial year. The time of 
year when many of us think about providing a helping 
hand to organisations whose work we love. 

 This year, please consider a small donation to 
Western Port Writes. We are a community-based, 
volunteer-led arts initiative that aims to increase 
access to literature and literary events in the Western 
Port region of the Mornington Peninsula. 

Your support means that we can stage a 
successful and professional festival, pay our artists 
for their time and creativity, and establish the festival 
infrastructure. It allows us to make the festival 
accessible and affordable for the widest audience. 

No donation is too small.  We have partnered with 
the Australian Cultural Fund to provide tax-deductible 
receipts for all donations. 

So, before 30 June, pop an action in your diary. The 
donate link in our website will take you directly to the 
Australian Cultural Fund. 

http://www.westernportwrites.com.au

Thank you for considering us.
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Western Port Writes is thrilled to present a night of storytelling at Merricks Store with renowned food 
and wine writers Richard Cornish and Max Allen. Hear the intriguing tale of Western Port’s Angasi oyster 
– ancient food source for the Bunurong People, its near-disappearance in the 19th century, and recent 

efforts to restore the oyster reefs.
The evening commences with a tasting of the rare Angasi oyster matched with Elgee Park Cuvee Brut 

and Baillieu Brut. This special night features a gourmet three-course meal paired with premium wines 
and non-alcoholic options – all by a crackling fire. Don’t miss this unique chance to taste food history, 

curated with fine sparkling, while hearing a local story of discovery. 

To book visit our website: www.westernportwrites.com.au 
or scan the QR code 


